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Sir: 



LETTER 



Applicant (s) calls to the attention of the Patent and Trademark 
Office a Search Report issued abroad in reference to a corresponding 
foreign application. A copy of the Search Report dated October 13, 
2 003 is attached. There is no accompanying Information Disclosure 
Statement being submitted. 
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Eric M. Bram, Reg. 37,285 
Attorney 
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According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 
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Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and. where practical, search terms used) 
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US 5 170 250 A (LEDEBUHR ARNO G) 
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the whole document 

US 5 532 764 A (ITAKI YOHICHI) 

2 July 1996 (1996-07-02) 

column 1, line 56 -column 2, line 19; 

figures 1,2 

US 4 085 425 A (HAMILL JAMES S) 
18 April 1978 (1978-04-18) 
column 2, line 7 -column 3, line 9; 
figures 1,2 
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AL) 28 July 1987 (1987-07-28) 
column 1, line 40 -column 2, line 36; 
figure 1 
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Patent family members are listed In annex. 



• Special categories of cited documents ; 

document defining the general state of the art which Is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 
earner document but published on or after the international 
fling date 

document which may throw doubts on priority clalm(g) or 
which Is cited fo establish the publication dale of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 
*0' document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition or 
oih&r means 

p* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the international filing date 
or priority dale and not In conflict with the application but 
Cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

'X* document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

•V document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to Involve en inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination behg obvious to a person skilled 
In the art 

document member of the same patent family 
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